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tween village and village, are now replaced by
metalled roads where construction involves months
of labour as compared with the few hours' work per
week, which would suffice to keep the track free
' from weeds and undergrowth. As years go by, the
exactions of labour on road-making become greater,
for the demand now is for mile on mile of metalled
motor roads, and in some colonial territories to-day
there are new roads running for scores of miles,
which are seldom if ever used, or if so, only by an
occasional motor car.
The right to exact this form of labour, which
places in the hands of administrators everywhere an
easy, if doubtful, method of exacting cheap labour
for Government works, is the cause to-day of a great
antipathy by the natives towards " Government/*
which is ceasing to figure in the eyes of the inhabit-
ants as an institution for the administration of justice
and the maintenance of public order, and is coming to
be regarded simply as a piece of powerful machinery
for exacting toil.
For nearly ten years an unceasing controversy has
raged round the questions of land and labour in
Kenya Colony. It would almost seem that Kenya,
of all African colonial territories, possesses the
greatest power of attracting attention in the public
Press ; yet it is probably true that far worse abuses
can be discovered in most colonial territories than
anything to be found in Kenya Colony. Be that as
it may, the discussions which have raged round